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SUBJECT: REPLY TO LETTER TO PRESIDENT ON RB/ER WEAPON 
REF: (A) STATE 69554, (B) MOSCOW 4851 

1 . I AM CHAGRINED AT THE NEGATIVE RESPONSE (REFTEL A) TO 
MY RECOMMENDATION (REFTEL B) THAT I REPLY TO THE OPEN 
LETTER ON THE NEUTRON BOMB ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT CARTER 
BY A GROUP OF SENIOR SOVIET ACADEMICIANS HEADED BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, A.P. ALEKSANDROV. 

MY CHAGRIN IS DUE TO THE TEMERITY WHICH APPARENTLY UNDER- 
LIES THE SUGGESTION OF USG SILENCE ON A MATTER WHICH IS A 
MAJOR PROPAGANDA EFFORT BY THE SOVIETS TO INTERFERE IN US 
AND NATO DEFENSE PLANNING. 

2. THE FACT IS THAT THE SOVIET PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN 
CONTINUES UNABATED AND HAS BEEN MORE DIRECTLY AIMED IN 
RECENT WEEKS AT THE U.S. PRAVDA HAS ALREADY NOTED THAT 
THE ACADEMICIANS' LETTER REMAINS UNANSWERED AND WILL 
LIKELY ADD THIS POINT TO THEIR BARRAGE OF ARTICLES AND 
MEDIA PRONOUNCEMENTS ON THE ER/RB WEAPON AT REGULAR INTER- 
VALS UNTIL THE LETTER EVOKES SOME KIND OF RESPONSE. THE 
STATUS OF ACADEMICIANS IN THE USSR IS SUCH THAT THEY CAN 
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REASONABLY EXPECT AN OFFICIAL AND TIMELY RESPONSE FROM US 
ON THIS LETTER. WHILE THERE IS VIRTUALLY NO HOPE THAT MY 
REPLY WOULD BE PUBLISHED BY THE SOVIETS, I WOULD EXPECT 
SUBSTANTIAL PLAYBACK THROUGH THE AMERICAN PRESS CORPS IN 
MOSCOW AND THROUGH VOA. 

3. I FULLY REALIZE (AND AM INFORMED) THAT THERE ARE SEN- 
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SITIVE CONSULTATIONS IN PROGRESS WITH OUR ALLIES ON THIS 
ISSUE. HOWEVER, THERE WAS NOTHING IN THE SUBSTANCE OF MY 
PROPOSED REPLY WHICH TO MY KNOWLEDGE WOULD IN ANY WAY 
IMPINGE ON THOSE CONSULTATIONS. INDEED MY REMARKS WERE 
DRAWN FROM THE PUBLIC RECORD OF REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN WARSAW, AND AMBASSADOR FISHER IN GENEVA. IN THE MEAN- 
WHILE GENERAL HAIG HAS MADE A MAJOR PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENT 
ON THE SUBJECT IN A WASHINGTON PRESS CONFERENCE. I FAIL 
TO SEE HOW MY REPLY COULD HAVE MORE OF AN EFFECT ON OUR 
CONSULTATIONS THAN THESE STATEMENTS. 

4. I AM NOT, AS YOU KNOW, ONE WHO WOULD INSIST THAT WE 
ANSWER EVERY PIECE OF SOVIET PROPAGANDA SENT TO THE PRESI 
DENT, BUT IN THIS CASE I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD 
REPLY TO THE ACADEMICIANS AND REPLY PROMPTLY. I AM EQUALLY 
PERSUADED THAT THE REPLY SHOULD BE MADE HERE IN MOSCOW, NOT 
IN WASHINGTON, AND MOST CERTAINLY NOT BY THE WHITE HOUSE 

OR THE PRESIDENT. 

5. I WOULD APPRECIATE A RECONSIDERATION OF STATE 69554 
AND AUTHORIZATION TO REPLY. TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, PROPAGANDA, PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE, NUCLEAR BOMBS, PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW05405 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 26-0589 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780338/aaaabfnj.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 425fc1bf-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 STATE 69554, 78 MOSCOW 4851 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3239818 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPLY TO LETTER TO PRESIDENT ON RB/ER WEAPON 
TAGS: PARM, UR, US, (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/425fc1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



